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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , there is lack of antecedent basis for "the 
drum". Though "a drum assembly" is recited, this is not considered sufficient 
antecedent basis for "the drum". Likewise, in independent claims 27 and 34, there is 
lack of antecedent basis for "the drum". Additional, in claim 27, it is unclear if the "drum 
assembly" is a required element of the claimed structure. The preamble statement 
"distribution system for an agitating retort having a shell structure and a drum assembly" 
suggests that the drum assembly relates to what the claimed system is "for" rather than 
being a required element of the system; however, the later statement "disposed within 
and carried by the drum assembly" suggest a requirement for the drum assembly. In 
any case, the claim must be amended to particular point out which elements are 
required elements of the claimed structure. Similarly, it is unclear if the "shell structure" 
is a required element of the claim. Likewise, in claim 34, it is unclear if the drum 
assembly and shell structure are required elements or mentioned with regard to an 
intended use of the claimed distribution system. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 27-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Armbruster (US 856,384). Regarding claim 27, Armbruster ('384) discloses a system 
comprising distribution outlets (p') disposed within and carried by a drum assembly 
(1,2); and a rotary coupling (5,6,7,8,9,10,1 1,11 ',12, 13,1 4, 15) in flow communication with 
the outlets to direct processing fluid from the exterior of the drum during rotation of the 
drum. Regarding claim 28, a distribution line (p, p") is for interconnecting the rotary 
coupling with the distribution outlets disposed within the drum. Claim 29 discusses a 
shell structure which is not clearly positively recited as an element of the claimed 
structure. Regarding claim 30, the rotary coupling comprises portions defining a fluid 
receiving annulus in fluid flow communication with a source of processing fluid and in 
fluid communication with said distribution outlets (see Figs. 1, 3 and 4). Regarding 
claim 31 , a hub assembly is coupled to one end portion of the drum assembly, the 
rotory coupling integrated to the hub assembly (see Fig. 1). Regarding claim 32, the 
hub assembly is rotatable by a torque source (see Fig. 1 ). Regarding claim 33, a flow 
controller restricts or blocks flow (see page 2, lines 106-1 10). Regarding claim 34, 
Armbruster ('384) discloses a system comprising distribution lines (p') disposed within a 
drum assembly (1,2), at least some of the distribution lines comprising outlets for 
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directing processing fluid into the drum assembly; and a rotary coupling 
(5,6,7,8,9,10,11,11m 2,1 3,14,1 5) in flow communication with the lines. Claim 35 
discusses a shell structure which is not clearly positively recited as an element of the 
claimed structure. Regarding claim 36, the rotary coupling comprises portions defining 
a fluid receiving annulus in fluid flow communication with a source of processing fluid 
and in fluid communication with said distribution lines (see Figs. 1, 3 and 4). 

5. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith 
(US 629,617). Smith ('61 7) discloses an agitating retort comprising a shell structure (b); 
a drum assembly (f) rotatable with in the shell structure, said drum assembly adapted to 
receive containers (g); a process fluid distribution system (a) positioned within the drum 
to distribute processing fluid within the drum; and a rotary coupling in fluid 
communication with the distribution system to direct processing fluid from the exterior of 
the drum to the distribution system within the drum during rotation of the drum within the 
shell (see Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David L. Sorkin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 148. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 -5:30 Mon.-FrL 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). f 
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Primary Examiner 
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